
U.S. - CHINA AIR SERVICES
1 /
) Docket OST-99-5539-  ,22-

SURREPLY
AND MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

Communications with respect to this document should be sent to:

Elliott M. Seiden
Vice President, Law & Government Affairs
David G. Mishkin
Vice President, International & Regulatory

Affairs
Megan Rae Poldy
Associate General Counsel
NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.
901 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 3 10
Washington, D.C. 20005
202-842-3 193

Dated: May 6, 1999



BEFORE THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WASHINGTON, D.C.

U.S. - CHINA AIR SERVICES ) Docket OST-99-5539

Dated: May 6,1999

SURREPLY
AND MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

Northwest Airlines, Inc. (“Northwest”) submits this Surreply to the Consolidated Reply .

of United Air Lines, Inc. (“United”). In its pleading, United announces a service proposal that is

a significant departure from the service proposal described and inherent in the Application that it

filed in this case. United’s pleading is a blatant, last-minute attempt to submit a flawed and

unsupported proposal to the Department, while avoiding any response from the other parties; it is

an act of deliberate gamesmanship that is disrespectful of the parties, the Department and the

process. Northwest moves for leave to file this Surreply in order to address both the procedural

aspects of United’s action and the substance of its latest proposal.’

1. Unless The Department Establishes A Comparative Selection Proceeding, United’s
Service Proposals Should Be Stricken.

Not to put too fine a point on the matter, United has tried to sandbag the parties by

making a last-minute change to its service proposal. A review of United’s Application and

Consolidated Answer show a proposal focussed exclusively on service between San Francisco

1 Northwest does not purport in this pleading to deal exhaustively with United’s new service proposal,
given the limited amount of time United’s strategy permitted for comparative analysis.
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and China. Those pleadings contain lengthy argument about the supposed strengths of San

Francisco as a gateway to China and about how United’s new service would enhance

intergateway competition. United submitted numerous exhibits purporting to show that San

Francisco is the superior gateway for much of the population of the United States and that a

significant amount of U.S.-China traffic originates in California (points Northwest has

successfully disproved). See, e.g., Exhibits UA-1, -2, -4, -5, -7, -11 and -12.

United’s Application in this case dealt exclusively with San Francisco-Shanghai nonstop

service. United made no mention of proposed service from Chicago to Beijing or from New

York to Shanghai. Accordingly, Northwest did not, and had no reason to, address such proposed

service in its responsive pleadings. To the extent that United in its Application suggested any

possible changes to its overall U.S.-China service, it vaguely suggested that an award in this

proceeding might allow it to “modify its present U.S.-Tokyo-Shanghai one-stop flight to serve a

new Chinese point.” Application at 4 (emphasis added). This statement makes no mention of

any possible changes to United’s service to U.S. gateways or to Beijing.

In its Consolidated Reply, United for the first time announced proposed changes to its

U.S.-China one-stop service that are integral to its overall U.S.-China service proposal in this

case and are irrefutably inconsistent with the above-quoted statement: if United receives seven

frequencies as requested, it will change its Chicago-Beijing and New York-Shanghai services to

single-plane from connecting services.2 Thus, directly contrary to what it told the Department in

2 United asserts, with no credibility whatsoever, that the Department’s Notice did not request
information about existing service. This is at best a tortured and self-serving reading of the Notice.
United cannot expect the Department to accept the proposition that its proposal for new San
Francisco-Shanghai nonstop service should be assessed in isolation from the remainder of United’s
U.S.-China service. The fact is that United deliberately chose to give the parties and the Department
only half of the picture and deliberately misled the parties and the Department in the process.

2
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its Application, United has now proposed new service affecting (a) U.S. gateways and (b)

Beijing.

A further element of United’s new proposal is that existing single-plane service between

San Francisco and Shanghai will be downgraded to connecting service. This latter element is

added, notwithstanding United’s prior exclusive emphasis on improving service at San

Francisco. United’s last-minute proposal directly impacts the country-pair market at issue in this

case and the very city-pair market that is central to United’s original proposal.

In its Consolidated Reply, United claims to have withheld its complete service plan for

U.S.-China from the Department and the parties because “United would obviously prefer not to

expose its planned service changes to its competitors.” Consolidated Reply at 5. It is clear from

United’s pleading, however, that United informed the airport authorities in New York and

Chicago and numerous civic parties of its intentions but deliberately withheld this information

from the Department and the parties. Id. at 7 (“United has, as a matter of courtesy, advised the-

new U.S. gateway cities of these planned service improvements.“)(emphasis added). Thus,

United’s real “preference” was to withhold information and protect its proposal from competitive

analysis in the context of this proceeding. This hide-the-ball strategy is pure gamesmanship.

The effects of United’s strategy are several. First, United’s Application and the service .

proposal contained therein are deficient because they are incomplete and non-responsive to the

Department’s April 14, 1999 Notice. Second, the new service proposal contained in United’s

Consolidated Reply is deficient and non-responsive because it was filed late. Third, the late-

filing of a new service proposal denies the other parties the opportunity to analyze and rebut it.

The Department has made clear in other proceedings clear that it will not countenance

such conduct. It would be an obvious and unambiguous denial of due process to allow a party to

3
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revise its service proposal and deny the other parties the ability to respond to it. It would be a

further denial of due process to allow one party to use its new proposal as a basis for a new, final

attack on the other parties’ proposals, as United has done here.3 It would be a further violation of

principles of due process to require two of the parties, Northwest and Federal Express, to file

their service proposals in compliance with the schedule set forth in the April 14, 1999 Notice

while allowing United to file its actual service proposal at a later time in its final pleading. In

comparative carrier selection cases, the Department has forbidden parties to revise their service

proposals at an advanced stage of the proceeding, and the Department should do so in this case.

See Order 98-5-3; Order 93-9-12.

In the context of a show-cause proceeding, the Consolidated Reply is the parties’ final

submission, and no changes to service proposals should be allowed at this stage. Although the

Department suggested in its Notice that it might institute comparative selection procedures in

this case, if the Department decides instead to proceed using show cause procedures, then it

should strike United’s Consolidated Reply. Furthermore, since the service proposal contained in

United’s Application was incomplete and non-responsive to the Department’s Notice, the

Department should strike United’s Application as well. As a very inferior alternative, the

Department should schedule a date by which the parties may file formal responses to the United

pleading.4

3 For example, United claims that “United’s single-plane services to Beijing and Shanghai will be as
good as, or superior to those offered by Northwest at Detroit.” Consolidated Reply at 7.

4 Northwest has previously stated its view that the Department should release critical O&D traffic data
for the purposes of this proceeding and institute some form of expedited comparative selection
proceeding to permit thorough and reasoned analysis by the parties of the relative benefits of the
passenger and cargo service proposals at issue here. United’s last-minute proposal makes the use of
show-cause procedures even less appropriate.

4
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2. United’s New Proposal Offers No New Consumer Benefits.

Referring to its new proposal for service from New York and Chicago, United claims that

the proposal “will offer important improvements in U.S.-China service” and that its “improved

China services will offer important new intergateway competition in midwest and east coast

markets.” Consolidated Reply at 7. These claims are absurd. United’s new proposal involves

no actual improvements at all. New York and Chicago will not receive more frequencies, more

seats or more efficient service to China compared with existing services. At most, United’s New

York-Shanghai and Chicago-Beijing passengers will receive single plane service, with a stop at

Tokyo, instead of having to change planes when they stop at Tokyo. This is a distinction without

a qualitative difference.

As is shown in Exhibit NW-SR- 1, United currently provides daily 747-400 service

between Chicago and Beijing. In the westbound direction, the service (UA 881) departs O’Hare

daily at 11:50 a.m., arrives at Tokyo at 14:30 the next day, connects with UA 853, which departs

Tokyo at 16:50 and arrives at Beijing at 19:40.  Under United’s “improved” proposal, the same

flight UA 881 departs O’Hare daily at 11:50  a.m., arrives at Tokyo at 14:30 the next day, departs

Tokyo at 16:55 and arrives at Beijing at 19:40.  The current and “improved” times are identical.

In the eastbound direction, the same holds true, except that flight UA 882 is projected to arrive at

O’Hare five minutes earlier under the proposal than flight 882 currently does. With regard to

elapsed times, United’s current and proposed Chicago-Beijing westbound elapsed times are

identical (18 hours and 50 minutes) and there is the same insignificant 5 minute difference in the

eastbound direction. Thus, there is no actual improvement for Chicago-Beijing passengers under

United’s latest proposal.
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In the New York-Shanghai market, United’s new, “improved” service actually is worse

than its current service. As is shown in Exhibit NW-SR-2, United’s current and proposed

eastbound times are identical. The elapsed time of its proposed westbound New York-Tokyo-

Shanghai service, however, actually is 15 minutes greater than the elapsed time of its current

service.

Exhibits NW-SR-1 and NW-SR-2 also show that a passenger’s layover time at Narita

Airport is virtually identical whether he is traveling on single-plane or connecting service:

slightly in excess of three hours westbound and slightly in excess of two and a half hours

eastbound, in each case.

In addition, any possible greater convenience inherent in a single-plane operation is

negated at Narita because even single-plane passengers have to disembark with their carry-on

luggage and go through airport security before re-boarding the flight. In this sense they are

exactly like connecting passengers, and the potential value of a single-plane service is virtually

eliminated. Finally, as the Department knows, in scheduling a hub operation such as that at

Narita, a carrier will routinely rotate its equipment among routes so that single flight number

connecting service is often substituted for single-plane service.

In sum, notwithstanding United’s representations, the alleged “important improvements”

in New York and Chicago-China services contained in United’s latest proposal are not

improvements at all. When compared with the status quo, United’s proposal provides (a) no new

frequencies, (b) no new capacity and (c) no elapsed time improvements.

3. United’s Claims Regarding Its “New Gateways” Are Wrong and Unsupported.

Given the facts, United’s further claim that its proposed “improved” service from its

“new gateways” of New York and Chicago will create “important new intergateway

6
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competition” is completely without merit. It is clear that United’s service from those points will

not change in any meaningful sense. United’s proposal will not enhance either New York or

Chicago as a gateway to China. The “new” service cannot be expected to attract increased traffic

flows through either of those points, since the new service is essentially the same as, and not

more attractive than, United’s current service at these gateways.

Furthermore, if United actually believed its own representations about intergateway

competition, it would have submitted some sort of traffic analysis or data to support those

representations, as it did in support of its San Francisco service. Instead, United has submitted

no data or evidence to bolster its claims?

In its Consolidated Reply, United suggests that its proposed services from New York and

Chicago to Shanghai and Beijing will be superior to Northwest’s services over Detroit. The facts

prove otherwise. As is shown in Exhibit NW-SR-3, Northwest’s service over Detroit will

provide for shorter elapsed times between New York and Shanghai and between Chicago and

Beijing than United’s newly-proposed single-plane service will provide.

5. Conclusion.

As is explained above, the Department should take a very harsh view of United’s actions

in this proceeding. Serious due process problems have been created. The proper thing for the

Department to do under the circumstances is to strike United’s Application and its Consolidated

Reply. If the Department decides to proceed on a show-cause basis, the Department at a

minimum should set a schedule for the submission of formal responses to United’s Consolidated

5 Attached hereto in Exhibit NW-SR-4 are letters from civic parties supporting Northwest’s service
proposal in this case.

7
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Reply. Northwest repeats its view, however, that the Department should institute an expedited

comparative selection proceeding in this case.

Respectfully submitted,

I I,

I

Megan Rae Poldy
Associate General Counsel
NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.
901 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 3 10
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 842-3 193
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 6* day of May, I served a copy of the foregoing document of
Northwest Airlines on the following individuals by facsimile:

Nathaniel P. Breed, Jr.
Facsimile: (202) 663-8007
(FOR FEDERAL EXPRESS)

Rush O’Keefe
Facsimile: (901) 395-5 182
(FEDERAL EXPRESS)

David Glauber
Facsimile: (90 1) 395-5 166
(FEDERAL EXPRESS)

Brian M. Campbell
Facsimile: (703) 836-5607
(FOR FEDERAL EXPRESS)

Jon Moss
Facsimile: (847) 700-593 1
(UNITED AIRLINES)

Jeffrey Manley
Facsimile: (202) 879-5200
(FOR UNITED AIRLINES)

Ken Quinn
Facsimile: (202) 833-8491
(FOR THE CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO)

David Marchick (by courier)
Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Economic and Business Affairs
Room 5830
Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

His Excellency Mr. Li Zhaoxing (by courier)
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China
2300 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington’ DC. 20008

Jean K. Oberstar
Facsimile: (202) 3 3 7-674 1
(FOR WAYNE COUNTY
MICHIGAN AND DETROIT
METROPOLITAN AIRPORT)

John W. Katz
Facsimile: (202) 624-5857
(FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA)

John L. Steiner
Facsimile: (907) 279-5832
(FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA)



Exhibit NW-SR-1
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United’s Proposed Chicago-Beijing  One-Stop
Services Offer No Additional  Capacity or Appreciably

Improved Elapsed Time Over Its Existing Services

(In Surrebuttal to the Consolidated Reply of United Airlines)

Current Schedule (May 1999)

Westbound Eastbound

Daily Daily

Depart 1150 Chicago (ORD) 1515 AIT&

I t
Flight UA 881 Flight UA 882

747-400 747-400

4 I
AlTi\R 14:30+1 Tokyo (NRT) 17:45 Depart
Depart 16:55 Tokyo (NRT) 14:55 AlTiU?

I t
Flight UA 853 11 Flight UA 852

747-400 747-400

4 I
AlTie 19:40 Beijing (PEK) 10:35 Depart

Total
Elapsed 185O:OO 16:40:00

Time:

Proposed Schedule

Westbound Eastbound

Daily Daily

Depart 11:50 Chicago (ORD) 15:lO

I t
Flight UA 881 Flight UA 882

747-400 747-400

4 I
AtliW 14:30+1 Tokyo (NRT) 17:45
Depart 16:55 Tokyo (NRT) 14:55

I t
Flight UA 881 Flight UA 882

747-400 747-400

4 I
AtTiW? 19:40 Beijing (PEK) 10:35

Total
Elapsed 185O:OO 16:35:00

Time:

I/ UA 853 operates 5 minutes earlier on Tuesdays.

Source: OAG Schedule Tapes; United Airlines Consolidated Reply, Exhibit UA-17
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United’s  Proposed New York-Shanghai One-Stop
Services Offer No Additional Capacity or Appreciably

Improved Elapsed Time Over Its Existing Services

(In Surrebuttal to the Consolidated Reply of United Airlines)

Current Schedule (May 1999) Proposed Schedule

Westbound Eastbound

Daily Daily

Depart 12:20 New York (JFK) 16:25 At-M

I
Flight UA 801

747400

t
Flight UA 800

Ani=
Depart

1500 + 1
18:05

Tokyo (NRT)
Tokyo (NRT)

16:45
14:lO

Depart
Anim

Flight bA 837
747400

Flight bA 838
747400

20:15 Shanghai (SHA) IO:20 Depart

Total
Elapsed 19:X5:00

Time:
18:05:00

Westbound Eastbound

Daily Daily

Depart 12:05 New York (JFK) 16:25

I t
Flight UA 801 Flight UA 800

747-400 747400

4 I
AfTiW 14:55  +I Tokyo (NRT) 16:45
Depart 18:05 Tokyo (NRT) 14:lO

I t
Flight UA 801 Flight UA 800

747-400 747-400

4 I
AtTiW 20:15 Shanghai (SHA) IO:20

Total
Elapsed 2O:lO:OO 18:05:00

Time:

Source: OAG Schedule Tapes; United Airlines Consolidated Reply, Exhibit UA-18
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Northwest’s Detroit-China  Service Will Still
Be Superior To That Of United Despite Its

New Service  Proposal

(In Surrebuttal to the Consolidated Reply of United Airlines)

NW via UA Time Saved

Market(s) Detroit Proposed On NW

Chicago to Beijing 16:35 18:50 2:05

New York (JFK) to Shanghai 18:25 20: 10 1:45

Note: Elapsed times shown in hours: minutes. Chicago to Beijing elapsed time shown for NW is existing service.
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SCORES OF CIVIC PARTIES HAVE FILED IN SUPPORT
OF NORTHWEST’S APPLICATION

Civic parties overwhelmingly support Northwest’s proposal. Indeed, many parties
have filed letters of pleadings in support of Northwest’s application, including the
following:’

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, U.S. Senator
Charles E. Schumer,  U.S. Senator
Rick Santorum, U.S. Senator
Dennis Archer, Mayor, City of Detroit
Wayne County, Michigan and the Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport2
Edward McNamara, Wayne County Executive
The State of Alaska on behalf of Anchorage and Fairbanks International Airports3
Brian A. Joyce, Massachusetts State Senator
Bob Short, Mayor, City of Gulfport
Harry Wiggins, Missouri State Senator
Danny Staples, Missouri State Senator
John E. Scott, Missouri State Senator
Sam Graves, Missouri State Senator
James L. Mathewson, Missouri State Senator
Bill Kenney, Missouri State Senator
Daniel J. Hegeman, Missouri State Representative
Bill Tudor, Missouri State Representative
T. Mark Elliott, Missouri State Representative
Jewel1 0. H. Patek, Missouri State Representative
Michael P. Peters, Mayor, City of Hartford
Richard Roy, Connecticut State Representative
Gary 0. LeBeau,  Connecticut State Senator
Biagio “Billy” Ciotto, Connecticut State Senator
George Jepsen, Connecticut State Senator

’ Unless otherwise indicated, copies of the support letters are included with this
exhibit.

2 Reply filed April 29, 1999.

3 Consolidated Comments filed May 5, 1999.
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Nancy Wyman, State Comptroller, State of Connecticut
Timothy D. Larson, Mayor, Town of East Hartford
Tom Schumpert, Knox County Executive
Jimmy Naifeh, Tennessee State Representative
Richard A. Robb, Mayor, City of South Charleston
Robert S. Kiss, Speaker, West Virginia House of Delegates
Alicia Bailey, Director, West Virginia Division of Tourism
Kendrick B. Meek, Florida State Senator
John A. Wade, Commissioner, Tennessee Department of Tourism Development
R. Gregg Reep, Mayor, City of Warren
Fred 8. Hanna, Mayor, City of Fayetteville
Randy Leverty, Arkansas State Representative

Detroit Regional Chamber - Detroit, Ml
University of Michigan-Dearborn - Dearborn, MI
Ford Motor Company - Dearborn, Ml
AAA Michigan/Wisconsin - Dearborn, MI
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan - Detroit, Ml
Detroit Renaissance - Detroit, Ml
CMS Energy - Dearborn, Ml
C.F. Burger Creamery - Detroit, Ml
Barden Companies, Inc. - Detroit, Ml
Music City USA - Nashville, TN
Clark Truck Parts, Inc. - Poca,  WV
Ryan McGinn  Samples Research - Charleston, WV
West Virginia Chamber of Commerce - Charleston, WV
Lewis N. McManus - Charleston, WV
United Bankshares, Inc. - Parkersburg, WV
Petit Jean Poultry, Inc. - Danville, AR
Southern Strategy Group - Little Rock, AR
Kruger-Blackwood International Travel - Little Rock, AR
China Environmental Consultants, Ltd. - Taipei, Taiwan
Connecticut China Council - CT



W&d S;tates Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 4, 1999

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
United States Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20590

Re: U.S. China Air Services
Docket OST-99-5539

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you consider allocating the seventeen additional frequencies available during the
first two years of the new U.S./Ch@a  Aviation Agreement, we urge you to support the
application of Northwest Airlines. The eleven frequencies requested by Northwest would
best ensure that New Yorkers are not placed at a competitive disadvantage in the burgeoning
U.S./China travel market.

Northwest’s proposal would allow for one-stop air service between Albany,
Binghamton, Buffalo, Elmira, Rochester, Syracuse, Westchester County, and Shanghai.
Additionally, New York City area residents would gain one-stop Shanghai service from both
John F. Kennedy International and LaGuardia airports.

For decades, Upstate New York communities have suffered from inadequate
competition and exorbitantly high airfares. The impact on the economy of Western New
York has been nothing less than devastating. As U.S./China trade and travel continue to
grow, New York State should be given due consideration.

We applaud your commitment to improving competition in commercial passenger
aviation and we greatly appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Daniel Patrick Moynihan
United States Senator



RICK SANTORUM
PENNSYLVANIA AmoNA OFFICE:
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AGING

BANKING

%nited j5tata j&mate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3804

202-224-5324

May 6, 1999

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
Secretary
Department of Transportation
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to express my support for the application by Northwest Airlines to provide
eleven new passenger and cargo flights under the recently revised U.S.-China air services
agreement. Thank you for your co&d&ration of my support.

This new agreement is a significant step toward opening the enormous Chinese market to
U.S. commerce. As you know, Northwest will use these eleven new frequencies to introduce
nonstop service between Detroit and Shanghai, secure competitive parity with other U.S. carriers,
and become the first  U.S. flag carrier in the heavy cargo market to China.

For passengers originating from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Northwest’s Detroit
hub is the fastest and most convenient way to travel to China. Travel to China via Detroit will
save the traveler several hours in both directions. This is of considerable importance to both
business and tourism in Pennsylvania.

I urge your favorable consideration of Northwest’s application and, as always, I look
forward to continued work with you on issues of importance to Pennsylvania.

EIW OFWE: HARRISBURG  OFFICE:
170s w. 2ml  STREET 22 1 %RAVVBERRY &WARE
ERIE, PA 16509 HARRISBURG, PA 17101
(814) 4&a-71 14 (717) 231-7540

kHlGH  VALLEY  OFFICE:
2019 tNWSTRIAL  DR.
&lliLEHEM, PA 19017
(810) 966-1874

PWADELPHIA  OFFICE:
SWTE 960 WIDENER BUG.
ONE SOUTH PENN SQUARE
~“UDELPHIA.  PA 19107
(215) 964-9900

PITTSBURGH  OFFICE:

SUITE  250 LANDMA~~KS BLDG.

ONE STATION  9OUARE

PIVSSURW,  PA 15219
(412) 562-0933

SOlANTON  m:

527 LINDEN ST.
SCRANTON,  PA 18503
(717) 3444799



April 29. 1999

Ilonorablo  Rodney  J% Slater
Ssretary  of Tralqmtatinn
kdcral I Gghwuy Administration
400 P Street, SW., Stc. 10200
Washington, DC 20590

~lr~dcr  your kadersbip  and that of .‘;ccrctary  AJbri&t, the \Jnitcd  Slalcs has taken a sjgnjfic~lt  step  tow&
operhg UP lh C~\CWIIIOUS  Chinese market  to 11% commerce,  The  rbc6ntly  rcvjst,xj  lJ.S.-Chjn~  Air Scrviccs
Agreenjelrt  dot&s OVCI  a tltrc;eyerr  &iod, the WKUI;  of ;rir  service  that U.S. caviers  may pravidc  10

China.

Detroit lrazz CV~VC~ irW 3 major enghe  of ccoflornic  grow111  h the Chhrc.w  market.  Thjs JICW agrccmcnl

provides Detroit with a lifctimc opportunity  to tnp into arlJ &an: the advantagea  ML the Detroit region  has
for China. 1 respectfully rcq\~co~  acid urge  that  Northwc,s(‘s  appJicatiorl  f’br allocaljon  of ) ) of 1Jjc 17
frequencies that hccomc  w&labk in the first two ycam hc yrautcd.

NO~~JNXSVS  ~pplicakn  propam  to add a crjtica t, wmplemeruary  scrvicc tu its already lrugcly successful
Detroit-Mjiny  nonstop tligbt.  It praposcs  to open first a non.ctop  U.S. carrier  scrvicc  to Shangt]ai.  the
automohilc  and financial enter  of Chil,s. It CRIIIIOI  bc overernphasixcd  how important  t1ri.c  SWJ& wil) be
to the ecolromic  dcv+qxncn~ of the Detroit region and rltc entire  &tern region  o&ur uxt~~try.

1 thhk it no coincidcncc  that the only City  irl Ihc \jr~ikd States that ha... rlo,nscop  service from A \I.$. carrier
is Mroit. Detroit is a\ the crossroads of cOmmc:rcr=  md g~;oymy)~y.  With  kc industriu]  and hi& t&no]qgy
birse, Detroit generates subs\antbl  travel  demand f?or China. Wilh  its location on the “Great Circle”  route,
Dcrttoit  is the ideal gateway for service to China and all olki~,  tis ror!ting  via Detroit  from virtually any ci\y
in the fktenr par! of tht: Unit4  States, it is nrr~ch  aster lhan  routing via the West coast.



nccausc of the vital  role  China will  play in the economic  dcvclopmclr\  Of’Michi~an  in the 2 I a ccr~~,~ry,  thallks
10 tlrc inwslrnCnls  by two of our autonrobile  Big Three, 1 stror@y urge you to grant  Nortlrwcsr  Airfin&
erltire application.

Noflhwcst  it seeking 8 total of eleven frequenci-. Scvc~r OIXCSL  will be dedicated  to dTcring passenger
service, and this will accomplish NW critical &jcctivcs: WI, it Gil enable Nortl~wcst  1.(, provide 1 daily
service  between I)etroit  md both Beijing and Shnr@uti,  wvith  x combjnati~lll  of nonstop  arld ottc stop scrviccs
via Tokyo. Daily sew& is’s key combindon  of’nonstop  nnd or~e stop scrviccs  via ‘li>kyu.  Daily service
is a key ingredient in makiJ)g  airline travel  corrvcnicnl  and accessible to husinc~.t  ~~clcrs.  Smnd,  it will
~~l~cc  Norfhwcsf  H( competitive parity with United Air l,inw, which  js criticxal  to the long tctm visbili\y uf
Nortllwcst’s  and ~cltoit’s acass \o Chinr.

Initially, Ilrli&d  Air I&s held  slrp@n~  14 to 4 United States-China  frcqucncy  advantage over Northwest.
That  advmtagc  has since  ~~OWXI 10 14 LO 9. AS you know so well, Mr. Sccro~ry, air travelers strongly
prcrct airlines lhrt  provide themoSt  convenient schedule. In an OPOII  msrkct mvironment,  each cmierwmld
hvc an cyrml  c~pp~~unity  to provide  ni much service  as it could  profitably susuin and the forces of
c~>rlrpctih  WOUM dckrrninc IIIC  O~I~C~IIIC.  1~ urcJc:r  for Northwest 10 be able to cmtinuc  to offer stable crjr
scrvicc  between  Dcttrd  and China, it ~rrust  d~pcntl  on enlightened regulatory politics to insure the existence
of a Ievel  plnyillg  field.

Placing Northwest at competitive or closer competitive parity wiIIr Ullitcd  Air Line is very important to
T)c\roit,  b-use the key 10 insuring the viabiliry  of these new senkcs is acccsS  10 cunnwting traf?ic behind
the huh. Conncc~ing  traffic cast of Dcvoit can nave via either Nonhwest’s  huh c)r 1 frriti’s hub. Eusengem
will naturally  route ovtr the hub  that has the mosl convenient schedule. Sirxe it is likely lhar OIC L)ep;tnment
will grant to Mited aI\ allocatior,  of ac lcast  sowc  of the seven frequencies it has rcqmsrcd.  parily  cm bc
achieved it’Northwcst’s  entire  application for 7 passctrger  fmquencics we granted.

1 also urge favorable tinsidcrarhr of the remaining part of NolzhwesCs  application lo provide:  f&r weekly
all cargo frights.  Northwest is the only carricr other  ~harr  F”c&~]  &mss that lms npplicd for .JII cargo
kluencies.  Northwest’s proposed service will provide tirst  U.S. ilag compeGt.ion  IO Federal  Express  in  the
crucial air cargo arenu.

Thank you for your considcriltion.

Sinccrcly,

&AR&
Dennis  W. Archer

cc: Vice Prcsidc~~l  A1 Gore

--
--



The Honarablt Rdny E Slakr
Secmary of Traqonation
U.S. Dcputrncnt  of Tmnspotion
4oosemuhsm!et-SW
washingtoq DC 20590

ApriI30,  1999

Dear Mr. seoretaxy

Congratulations on the recent U.S.-China bihteral  aviation agraxncnt  which double air l

service  opportunities bmeen the two oountriu over the next three  years. Under your
leadership, the Department has made great strides in expanding U.S. air service  tie.
The air fewice agreement is a sipificam  step  towad opening up the enormous Chiaest
market  to U.S. commerce.

1 an2 writing today in strong support of N&west  ZrJines’  application fbr 12 new
passeager  Md m titquentics in the ti two years of the new  bilateral  agreement.
These scnkes wilJ be a boon to Detroit,  Wayne  County, all ofMichigan,  as well  a~ the
industrial and btiticss  coxnxnunki~  of the esstexn region of the country.

Notit IW Andy made a sign&~ commitment to US-China nonstop se&e and
has prowa thirt Detroit-Beijing  norutop  k a viable cxxn@tke offking.  PJortMcst
intends to do the szme in the Detroit-Shanghai  market. Northwest presently offkn the
most conwnient  &cc to Beijing  with  five we&y nonstops  from  Detroit. Northen
now proposts to aQfnad it5 3etice by fi* Detroit-Shz@ti thrw time3 a we&. Tbia
would mean the entire eastern bdfof the United States would have eight Detroit-China
noastops per week.

In order to firstain  thue ticts Northwest needs parity  to access China camp=4 to its
principal  competitor, United  Airlines.  In this cm&t,  H&west3  propod  for gevar
passenger  flighta  would tile the airhe to operate  a daily seruicc  to bath Beijing  and
Shn&i, just s United does  today - Northwtxt’~  proposal  would  create a tiy
competitive aviation  rcgixne th& would permit  Northwest and Unhd to compete on m
equal  basis.

-



It is wy inprtaut to D~oit and Wayne  County that Northwest be at competitive p;rrity
with Unixed  to ensure the continuing viability of Wrthwest’s  hub ia Detroit. For most of
this decadt,  Northwest has btea at a decisive dioadvamge to United Airlines in U.S.-
China lfequency rights. Air travelers  strongly prefet  airline3 t&t provide the most
mawnient schedule. In an opea market situation, each  airliic would be able to &ten&c
its own ochtxiult  and fiquencics. Howew, in tbh in&me governm~ not com@tioq
must determine tie outcome. The&ore, I urge you to favorably  considez  Northwest’s
application to insm ‘i level piaying  field in the U.S.-China  markez.

I also ask that you approve Northwest’s a~ptication  to provide  four weekly caq~ flights  to
China There cuxnntly  is no U.S. curia providing heavy, o~crsize  cargo tnmportatikn  in
the U.S.-China market Nonhwcst proposes to provide new entxy and a new ‘ype of
sewice  by a U.S. can-k ud to @e the United Stites an &kc&e  presence h the U3.a
China heavy  car80 market

btwetn 1990 ad 1995 Michigan  exports to mhfand China &&e&o  S150 million
anmdy (bins Detroit Business,‘~7/96).  4~ 1998, ZEU Michig~barcd c~mpmis
cxpotied gods vabd at qgmk&dy $2.53 mr’llion  (Wayne County Departma of
lobs and Economic Dexlopnmt,  1999). With this bd of export  market md the
physical  PRSCIIC~ of Cheese firms hat h Southeastern Michigan, Detroit is the ideal
location  for czlhanced  nOnstOp  Sewice to China

With  a population of one billion  ptaple and a rapidly ccpandin~ economy, china irr sweIy
the key to fbture commerce in Ask. 1 believe that nonstop sew& between  Detroit and
China  is one of the means’  to the continued revitalization of the econmic base ofDetroit
and Wayne County. BJorthwest’s  proposal for increasing service  to China is an essential
element of this revitalization.

Thank you for your comideration.

Edward H. McNamara ’
WapC COUtiy Executive

cc: Vice PresidmG  United States of America, Al Gore



COHMO NwuLm oc bmssacnus~
MASSACHUSETTS  SENATE

8TATe HbU9t.  606TON 081 Xi-1053

Secretary Rodney Slam
. .

Department of Transportation
400 7* Street, SW
Washington, DC 20590 .

May 4,1999

.,. ;
.- (. :‘.

As a rncxnber  of the Massachuseets  State Senaxe’s  Committee on Banks and Banking, .I ;$‘:::o’.
am writing in strong support of Northwest Airline’s application for eleven direct  flight mu&s to ::.$~,j$
shq$ai, china. -..- . . .-.*. . . . . *...‘r . . *-:

With significm..y  increased connecting flight  options and a reduction k total &we1 time; .f<::.‘*‘...
direct flitits bctweti Detroit and Sticrh;ii  would open tmvef.  and trade opportunities for the! 2::~ .%..
Boston re$iap  which  are currently  restrictive  md inconvenient at  best of come the  ::;Z .:*.I.
competitim  among airlines, which would result from the approval of Northwest’s appJ.katian.,  ’ r?.?“.
would also benefit  the fiqueti  visitor to China and thus fkthcr encome growth  in this ma&t.  .:I?;:;; i

‘.;j;;.:,~C..:
As govenunent  leaders, if we m going to help mm&&  &e potenti growth  of our .-‘i$r.t’  ‘.

buaineSg  cornmtity, we cannot do 30 daterally.  We must elzSuTe  that we are doing all we can ::<Il’Y
t0 pMidf2 eqlld dpportunities  t0 dl Sectors of our mQR, 1 8m Vel’Y  COllC%IId  that if wf d-0 Rot i;?.‘-”

approve Nortlnwst’s  application for direct flitits  from Detmit ti Shanw we will be :.: ,-. ..
~nnccc~sarily limiting the &ility  of those from the midwest and eastern  Unkd States to do ‘-):.I. Y
business in China with the same efficiency as those OR the west coast. .:. .

I hape you till consider these
Northwtst’s  application later this month.

important factm as you reach your decision

.-. .,.. : *
- ,#.. ./

. ”. . .
.I :

..-.  .
. . .

, _.  ..:
\

. ::  .,’  .
. . .

. . -.s- .
.-*  .

‘.s
;-. -. ,:

. .;



BOB SHORT
Mayor

CITY of GULFPORT
Kim 8. Sawant

Ricky  Dombmvski
Cooncilmts  Ward Five

Jimmie  Jcrrkins
Comciltmn,  Wd Ottc

Mqwr-Sour  rcil Fmm  u/ciuvcntwn~

P.O.  BOX 1780
CULFP0Rf, MWISSIPPI  39502-l 780

TELEPHONE (228) 8684700

May 5,1999

The H~mmblc  Rmhey E, Slatcr -
Sccretuy of’ Transportation
U.S. Departmcut  of Ttanspartation
400 7” street SW
Washiayton,  DC, 20590

Dear semmy Slatcr:

I am excited that the UniteJ  Slates and Chirtlr  have agrewi to addition4 flight
rrCqucncies  ktwecn the two count&. I would like to quest  that YOU look ravorably  on
the Northwest Airlines’  application  for both passenger  and fight sewice.

The additional piwsenget  routes would give Mississirpi Gulf Coast busincsxs
easy access  to direct flights to China through uttroit. IUEO, busintss peopk: aad tourisls
from China would be f’bcilitatcd  ia thek travel to ow a~.

Also of importance to our economy would bc the cargo service  to China. Goods,
which prc!  onloaded at the Port of Oulfpd, coufd be tra&xred via Northwest throu&
Detroit  to China Agpruval of the Northwest application would bc mst beneficial  to Ihe
City of GuQort & the earirc Mississippi Gulf Coast, Again, 1 urge  your approval of’
this ~pplicdion. If you have any questions or need any information cm our  arca, pk
do no1 h&t;ttc f~ contact mc at (228) 868-5810.

Mayor



MISSOURI SENATE
JEFFEltSO?(  C1TS

May 4, 1999

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
Secretary
United State Dcpartmcnt  of Transportation
Washington, DC. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary: ”.

As a member of the Missouri General Assembly and an advocate for expanded access to
China, I. would like to take this opportunity to respectfully  request your consideration to approve
Norrhwcst Airlines’ application. This proposal would allow Northwest to (1) provide new
nonstop  U.S. carrier service  to Shanghai,  China (2) increase flight access to Beijing (3) and Z%W
fc>r  expanded cargo routes.

I believe that expanding our access to China will play an important role or1 Missouri’s
economy by expanding new access and trade opportunities. Northwest has applied for 11 of the
17 available rourrd  trip frequencies from Detroit to Shanghai  and Beijing for passenger and cargo
service. Approving Northwest’s application is an important business issue for Missouri because
of the close proximity to Detroit’s airport. Missouri businesses  and passengers would greatly
benefit from Northwest Airlines’s proposal since we are located only a short distance from
boarding a direct nonstop flight to China’s economic engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

In addition, your approval of Northwest Airline’s application for both passenger and cargo
routes would rectify an imbalance  in the number of’ flights  each carrier is allowed. The two other
air carriers authorized to fly those routes, United Airlines and Federal Express, maintain a iarze
competitive advantage over Northwest due to the current allocation of flights. As YOU know, the
mote choices and opportunities customcfi  are afforded the better the set-vice  and price.

Thank YOU for your consideration and support,

SincerJly,

HOOM  423. STATE CAPl’UX,  JEFFERSON  CITY, MlSSOURl6S101
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CMINENCE!.  M I S S O U R I  $5406

The Honorable Rodney E, Slater
Sccrctary
United States Department of ‘ITtansportatim
Washinson,  DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secret-:

As a member of the Missouri Gcnerd  Assembly and an advocate for expanded
access to China, I would like to take this opportunjty  to respectfully rcqucst
your consideration to approve Northwest Airline’s application. This proposal
would allow No&west  to (1) provide nonstop U.S. carrier service to
Shanghai, China (2) increase flight access to Beijing (3) and allow for
expanded cargo routes.

I believe that expanding our access to China will play an important role on
Missourikeconomy  by expanding new access and trade opportunities.
Northwest has applied for 11 of the 17 available round trip frequencies from
Detroit to Shanghai and Beijing for passenger and cargo service. Approving
Northwest’s application is an important business issue for Missouri because
of the close proximity to Detroit’s airport. Missouri businesses and
passengers would &teatly  benefit front Northwest Airlines’ proposal since we
are located only a short distance from boarding a dkect  nonstop flight to
China’s economic engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

.

.

In addition, your approval of Northwest Airline’s application for both
passenger and cargo routes would rectify an imbalance in the number of
flights each carrier  is allowed. The two other air camiers  authorized to fly
those routes, United Airlines and Federal Express, maintain a large
competitive advantage over Northwest due to the cument allocation of flights.
As you know, the more choices and opportunities customers are afforded the
better the service and price.

“The Welfare of the People Shall Be the Supreme Law”
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ou for your consideration and support of their application.
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JOEN E. Scwrr
SCNATOR.  THIRD  018TRlCT

3761  BATLS
ST. LOUl6.  MrC~ourr  8SllO

~~~O’uIIEu: S E N A T E

May 5, 1999

ROOM 416.  CACJTOL  8UILDINO
JPCPPRSON  CITY. MlasOunl  61101

(573)  7bl-3844
ID0 (Ll7N  781.SD69

Xhc Honorable  Rodney  E. Slatcr, Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington,  D. C. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a member of the Missouri  General Assembly and an advocate for cxpandcd  access to China, I
would like to take this opportunity  to respectfully  request your consideration  to approve  Northwest
krlines’  application. This proposal would allow  Northwest  to (1) provide new nonstop U. S.
carrier  service to Shanghai, China. (2) increase flight access to Beijing, and (3) allow for expanded
cargo routes.

I believe that expanding  our access to China will play an important role on Missouri’s economy by
expanding new access and trade opportunities. Northwest  has applied for 1 I of the 17 available
round trip frequencies  Corn Detroit to Shanghai and Beijing for passenger and cargo service.
Approving Northwest’s application is an important business issue for Missouri  because  of the close
proximity  to Detroit’-s aivort. Missouri businesses  and passengers would greatly  benefit from
Northwest  Airlines’  proposal since  we are located only a short distance from boarding a direct
nonstop flight to China’s  economic engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

In addition, your approval of Northwest Airline’s  application for both passenger and cargo routes
would rcctiv an imbalance in the number of flights each  carrier is allowed. The two other air
carriers authorized  to fly those routes,  United Airlines and Federal  Express, maintain  a large
competitive  advantage  over Northwest due to the current allocation of flights. AS you know?  the
more choices and opportunities  customers are afforded, the better  the service and price.

Thank you for your favorable  consideration and support of their application.

3HN E. SCOTT\
\ issouri State Senator

istrict 3

cat



MISSOURI SENATE
JEFFERSON  CITY

May 4,1999

The Hooorable  Rodney E. Slater
secretary
United States Department of Transportation
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Sccrctary:

As a member of the Missouri benera  Assembly,  I would like to take this opportunity to
respectfully  request  your consideration to approve Northwest Airlines’  application. This
proposal would allow Northwest  to (1) provide new nonstop U.S. carrier  service to Shanghai,
China; (2) increase flight access to Beijing; and, (3) allow for expanded cargo routes.

I believe that expanding  our access to China will play an important role in Missouri’s
economy by expanding new access  and tie opportunities. Northwest has applied for 11 of the
17 avaiIable round trip frequencies fkom Detroit  to Shanghai and Beijing for passenger and cargo
sewice.  Approving Northwest’s application is an important business issue for Missouri  because
of the close proximity to .Detroit’s airport. Missouri businesses and passengers would greatly
bcncfit from  Northwest Airlines’  proposal  si~c we are located only a short distance from
boarding  a direct nonstop  flight to China’s  economic engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

In addition, your approval of Northwest  Airlines’  application for both passmger and
cargo routes would rectify an imbalance in the number  of flights each carrier is allowed. AS YOU
how, the more choices and opportunities customers are afforded,  the better the service and
price.

Thank you for your coosidcration and support of their application.
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Honorable Rodney E. Slater,  Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
Washington, DC. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a member of the Miasou,ri Cenexal  Assembly  and an advocate for expanded
access to China, I would l&e to take this opportunity to rsepectftiy request your
consideration to approve Northwest Airlines’  application. This proposal would allow
Northwest to (1) provide new nonstop U.S. carrier setice to Shanghai, China; (2)
increase flight access to Beijing; and (3) allow for expanded cargo routes.

I believe that expanding our access to China will play an important role on
3liwxSs  economy by espandiin;  cc\‘; ~,cc~:~  and trade opportunities. Northwest has
~?gliec!  for 1.1 of the 17 available round trip frec_cc!;cies from Detroit to Shanghai and
Beijing fox passenger and cargo wwicc. Approving  Northwest’s application is an
important business issue for Ivlissouri because of the close proximity to Detroit’s airport.
Missouti  businesses and passengers would greatly benefit from Northrvest  Airlines
proposal since we are located only a short distance from boarding a direct nonstop fight
to china’s economic engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

In addition, your approval of Northwast Airline’s application for both passenger
and cargo routes would recti& an imbalance in the number of flights  each carrier  is
allowed. The two other air carriers authorized to fly these routes, United /&lines and
Federal Exprese  maintain a large competitive  advantage over I?l’orthwesl  due to the
current allocation of flights. As you know,  the more choices and opportunities custon.=rs
arc afforded the better the service and price.

Thank you for your consideration and support of their application.

S!jqzerely,

Y, ames L. Mathewson
2P Senatorial District



DlSlRCT  a
TOW GLNtRAL  USLMILI

STAN CA?tiOL ROOM 427
Jtft@R$ON  Cif’Y.  MfitOURt  43101

(S73) 7JI ~7a50
Too (S73)  7s1-3*4*

IOU maei  (888)  711.927B

bkcnn0fawmlces.std+,mo.us

MISSOURI  SENATE
JEFFERSON CITY . COMMrrTCes:

COMMCRCL  4 RNVlRONMfNI

BILL KENNEY
~OUCrrlON

RlHlCS

May 4,1999 JUOICIAW
1RAW?ORTATION

Via Facsimile  202-366-7202r.0. BOX 211
uws SUMMrn.  MlfsOUul  Mob3

01 blS2S.8105

The Honorable Rodney  E. Slater
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
Washington, DC. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretq: .
*-

As a member of the Missouri General Assembly and an advocate for expanded  access to China,
I would like to take this opportunity to respectfully request your consideration  to approve Northwest
Airlines’ application. Ttis proposal would allow Northwest to (1) provide ne%v  nonstop U.S. carrier
service to Shanghai, China (2) increase flight access to Beijing (3) and allow for expanded cargo
routes.

I believe that expanding our access to China will play an important role on Missoti’s  economy
by expanding new access and trade opportunities. ‘Northwest has applied for 11 of the 17 available
round trip frequencies frown  Detroit to Shanghai and Beijing for passenger and cargo semice.
Approving NorthwestY$  application is an important business issue for Missouri because of the close
proximity to Detroit’s airport. Missouri businesses and passengers would greatly benefit  from
Northwest Airfines’  proposal  since we are located only a short  distmce from boarding a direct nonstop
flight to China’s economic engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

In addition, your approval of Northwest Airlines’ application for both passa~g= and cargo
routes would recrify  an imbalance in the number of flights each carrier is allowed. The two other
carriers authorized to fly those routes, United Airlines and Federal Express, maintain a large
competitive advantage over Northwest due to the cument  allocation of flights. AS YOU know,  the more
choices  and opportunities customers are afforded the better the service and price.

Thank you for your consideration and s6ppor-t  of their application

Sincerely,

Senator Bill Kenncy
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May 4. 1999

The Honorable Rodney E. Slatet
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a member of the Missouri General ‘Assembly and an advocate for expanded access to China, I
would like to take this opportunity to respectfilly  request your consideration to approve
Nonhwest Airlines’ application, This proposal would allow Northwest to (1) provide new
nonstop U.S. Carrier  service to Shanghai, China  (2)increase flight access to Beijing (3) and allow
for expanded cargo routes.

1 believe that expanding our access to China  will play an important role  on Missouri’s economy by
expanding new access and trade opportunities. Northwest has applied  for 11 of the 17 available
round trip frequencies from Detroit to Shanghai and Beijing for passenger and cargo service.
Approving Northwest’s application is an important business issue for Missouri because  of the
close  proximity to ,Detroit’s airport. Missouri businesses and passengers would greatly benefit
Corn  Northwest Airlines’ proposal since we are located only a short distance f?om boarding a
direct nonstop Bight  to China’s economic engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

In addition, your approval of Northwest Airline’s  application for both passenger and CXQO  routes
would rectify an imba\ance in the number of flights each  carrier is allowed. The two other air
carriers  authorized to fly those routes, United Airlines and Federal Express, maintain a large
competitive advantage over Northwest due to the current allocation of f&hts. As you know, the
more choices and opportunities customers are afforded the better the service and price.

Thank you for your consideration and support of their application.

Sincerely,

District 5 State Representative

---
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May 5, 1999

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
Sei;idXy
United States Department of Transportation
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a member of the Missouri General Assembly and an advocate for expanded
access to China, I would like to take this opportunity to respectfully request your
consideration fo approve Northwest Airfines’ application. This proposal would
allow Northwest to (1) provide new nonstop U.S. carrier service to Shanghai,
China (2) increase flight access fo Beijing (3) and allow for expanded cargo
routes.

I believe that expanding our access to China will play an important role on
Missouri’s economy by expanding new access and trade opportunities.
Northwest has &plied for 11 of the t 7 available round trip frequencies from
Defroit to Shanghai and Beijing for passenger and cargo service. Approving
Northwest’s application is an important business issue for Missouri because of the
close proximity to Detroit’s airport. Missouri businesses and passengers would
greatly benefit from Northwest Airlines’ proposal since we are located only a
short distance from boarding a direct nonstop flight to China’s economic
engines of Shanghai and Beijing.

Thank  you for your consideration of this request.

,.- si7&Jff!J~L
BillI Tut;or
State Representative
District 45
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May 4, 1999

The Honorable  Rodney E. Slater, Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a member of the Missouri General &stmbly  and an advocate for expanded access to China,  1
would like to take this opportunity  to respectfblly request your consideration to approve
Northwest  Airlines’  application. This proposal would allow  Northwest  to (1) provide new
nonstop U.S. carrier service to Shanghai,  China (2) increase flight access to Beijing (3) and allow
for expanded cargo routes.

I believe  that expanding our access to China will play an important role on Missouri’s economy by
expanding new access and trade opportunities. Northwest  has applied  for 11 of the 17 available
round trip frequencies  from Detroit to Shanghai and Beijing  for passenger  and cargo service.
Approving Northwest’s application is an important business  issue  for Missouri because  of the
close proximity to eetroit’s  airport.  Missouri businesses and passengers would seatly  benefit
from Northwest Airlines’  proposal since  we are located only  a short distance fjom boarding  a
direti  nonstop flight  to China’s economic  engines  of Shanghai  and Beijing.

In addition,  your approval of Northwest  Airline’s  application  for both passenger and cargo routes
should  rectify an imbalance in the number of flights  each carrier  is allowed. The two other air
carriers authorized to fly those routes, United Airlines and Federal Express, maintain a large
competitive advantage over Northwest due to the current allocation  of flights. AS YOU how, the
nlore choices and opportunities  customers are afforded the better the service and price.

Thank you for your consideration and support of their application.

sid& g

T. Mark Elliott
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The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
Secretary
United Sta;tcs  l3qmrtmerxt  of Trimqmtation
Washington, D C 20590

Dear hk Secretary:

Asamemkoft)lcMissottri-GenciafAssrrnb)p&mWvsto
China,  I would like  to take this opportunity  to respcctfblly  rquest your consideration to
approve Nmthwst Akhes’  appkation: This proposal would allow  Northwest to (1)
provide new  nonstop U.S. carrier  service to Shanghai, China  (2) increase flight  a&ess to
Beijing  (3) and iillow  for c;rpaadeckcargo-routes.

I believe  that expanding our access  to China  wilt  play an important role on Missouri’s
economy by expanding new access anc! trade opportunities. Northxvest  has a.p@ied  Ibr I 1
of the 17 available  round trip frequencies Corn  Detroit  to Shanghai  and Beijing for
passenger and -go service.  ApQsoving  Northwest’s appiication  is an important business
issue for Missouri because of the close proximity  to Detroit’s airport. Missouri businesses
and passengers  would greatly benefit  Corn  Northwest Airlines  proposal  since  we are
located only a short distance f?om boarding a direct nonstop flight  to China’s  economic
engines  of Shanghai and Beijing.

In addition, your approval OfNorthwest  A,irli&s application for both passenger  and cargo
routes would rectify  an imbalance  in the number of flights  each  carrier is allowed. The
two other air carriers authorized to fly those routes,  United  Airlines  and Federal Express,
maintain  a large competitive advantage over Northwest  due to the current  allocation of
f&hts. As you know, the more  choices and opportunities customers are afforded the
better the setice  and price.

Thank you for your consider&on and sq~part of their application.

Sincerely,
JeweU  D. H. Patek



R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  R I C H A R D  F .  ROY
ONE HUNDRED  NlNI=ITEE~  DIST’RICT

Honorable Rodney Slater
Secretary
Department of ?ransportation
400 Sevcxith  St, SW
Washington, DC 20590
Fax: 202-366-7202

Dear Secretary Slater,

As a member of the Ransportation Committee of the Connecticut GeneraI  Assembly, I am
intercsted  in providing the most advantageous airline services for Connecticut businesses and
consumers. The frequency, availability and convtience of international travel options ark of
particular interest to the Connecticut business community as we expand our search for global
trading partners.

I am awarc of the application by Northwest Airlines io provide non-stop flights to Shanghai and
Beijing fkoxk  their D&roit hub. Connect&t  businesses and consumers can easily access the
Detroit flights fkom Bradley International Airport. Currently, trav.elers  in Connecticut have
fewer options and many must travel through more distant West Coast hubs and are fiuther
delayed by stops in Tokyo on their route to China

.
1 urge ybu to support the NoawFt pioposal. Thank you. -

Sincerely,

-9Richard Roy.
State Representative



State of Connecticut .

May 5.3999

Honorable Rodney Slater ’
Sptcratary
Departsnent  of lr8nsportation .
4cm sewnth  St., SW
WashIngtin,  DC 20690 ’

Ctmwcticut  fnantictufi3m  will  wekome  the propo68d cargo routes  that
will allow these businesses  TV ship oversized  c;urjo to Chkra.

Phse Support the NortltwW  appkatim. Thank YOU.

Gary D. LeBeau
State Senator, 3& Did&t



Homable  Radnq S&W
--ry
Deparbnent of Transportation
4wseverrt)lst
washingtQn,  DC 20590

As Semte Chafmm aQ the Tmnsportation  Ccw71mlttee of the Connedkut Gmd
Assembly  I write  to you in suppm  of expndec! and mu= efkient  air passenger and
h-eight routes for businesses and travelers !n CunnecSicut,.
Under b pr~pcsd that you ate currently reviewing, No&west  Airlirres wiff of?% a more
frequent and convenient tmd roub br Cowwckut  businesses and bavekrs  to
Shanghai and Bhijing china. Awarding NMhwest  the routes tM they SW Wll be a
large set towards  pani arnmg passenger and cargo aiflines atrrerttJy serving CNna. A]I
cmsumersand bushems  Will benefit frwn a tirify ~tith market;.

in china  support kxthds effbts to pmvide  dkect  ffiihts to Wjlng and Shanghai
ttmugh Detroii

l3ank you fbr your  wtiderat#on  of this request.

Sen,  magi0  “ellv Gutto
state seftam



May4,1999

secretvy
.Depamnmt of mamprtab

400 Smuith streq SW
Whoa DC 20590

FAX: 202-366-7202



State of C6nnecticut

Harttord

May 5.1999

Vice President Albcxt  Gore
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue,  NW
Washingbon,  DC 30500

Via Facsimile: (7102) 456-7044

Dear Mr. Vice President:

Many Connecticut busincsscs 8nd consumcTs  will bcrfefit  ti &fz eqtion of
passmga  and -go z-outes to Skqhai  wd EM&g, C&EL Of piuticular  intcrcst, are the
new non-stop f@hts to Shanghai  aad cxpan&d  non-stop  service to Beijing proposed by
Northwest Airlines EKJITB  their Detroit hub.

The pmp~sed  new service  will provide gn~~tt~  ctmwni~c  and &kkncy  for
Connecticut businesses and consumers. cuxxentfy,  many Connecticut travehrs must
connect through f&&s on tht West  Coast arid stop in Tolqro. Equbble  distribution  of
China air routes will provjck  ptity among U.S. carriers und  help to establish a rnonz
conqhtive market. .

Connecticut  based-companies continue to cxplorc  ogportutitics  ia ti expau&ng maxkets
of Asia. China provides enannous  opportunities f?n Connecticut  businesses, edwatiaal
institutions and culnual initiativts.

Pkasc support Nor&west’s proposal  that wiu enhanm travel  and cafgo  options 2nd
opportunities  for Connecticut and East Coast travelers and businesses. Thank  you for
your consid~tion.

Sincerely,

Nan+  Wyman
state conlptrolk



May 5, 1999

Honorable Rocky Slatcr
secretary
Dcp&znexlt  of Tran;oportation
400 Seventh Sbet, SW
Wa&in@Ofk,  DC 2 0590

hkny Hartford Metro businesses will  vmlcwnc the mart efficient and fbqumt
flights that Northwest  will offer  if you rapprotre their appkati. Cumntiy,  Eazpt
Coast paasewra  have few direct flight options, and no direct  fli&b ~~OZXI  tic
us to SW.

Northwest’s EIpplication will provide easl) access fw Connedic~t  tramkrs from
Br&lky  LntemahmI  through De-hit  for non-stop trawl to both &ijhg and
Shanghai. Tkavcl  thmugh West Coast airports and stops in Tolcyo are less
attradive  for East Ctxhst  consumes.

lnmscd  cargo flights, cspcWyf0r  atersiced  cargo, will be welcomti  by
munufacturing  companies located  in East Hartford. Approkg  t.h~ IXW rvutcs
will bring market competition and increused parity among US tamers. Mc;lw:
suppart the NoXthWeat  qqlicatiun.

Maywr



County Executive
Thomas Schumpwc

May4,1999
Knox County

The Honorable Rodney E. Sfater
SecretazyofTrMsportadon
U.S. Departxnent  of Ttanegotion
400 P street, SW
Washington, DC. 20530

WA FACsTMTu3:  (2Oz) 3667262

Dear Secretary Slate;: .

I am writing regarding Northwest Airlines’ recent applkaticm to your department. It is
my understanding that Northwest’s application woutd best me the people of Tennessee
and Knox County under the neck aviation agreement reached between  the U.S. atx? China.

There are two important reflsolls  I believe approval of Northwest’s application is
warranted. First, leveling the phyiag field among the cutrat US, canien to China is
important. Northwest’s application, if approved, would create kir compaition between
the U.S. carrier8 in the importam  Chinese markat. Second, the routes pfoposed  by
Northwest off& imporbt and Convenient new service to China for business customer-a  in
the eastern  part of the country. For Knox County, the Detrc$t to China routes will  of&r
the means of increa&g ties betwctn the local educational institutions and the research
community in the Knox County area.

With the hxeasing  imprtancc  of China in the world marketplace,  it is important to
consider the benefits associated with an approval ofNorthwest’s  application.
your consideration of my views on this important maw.

I appreciate

Sincerely,

&%&cc&p+

Tom Schumpert
Knox County Executive

-
cc: Congressman John J. Duncaq Jr.



.

Jimmy N&f&h

.The Xomr~le KQclInq  E. sister
Seaetayofxhqmatiou
U.S. Department ofTransportation
Jm P Street-SW

.Washington,  DC 20530

Dear Secretary  Slatcr.

I am writing regarding N- Airiines’  recent appIkatim  to youi deputrncnt. It is
my uderstaod@ that Bhsthvds application wcwld  best scme the people  of Tcnrmssee
under the new avfatioa  agemeat rtachdd bmmn the US. and China

There  ace two important reams 1 believe approval of Northweh application  is
warranted. Fitst, Ievtring  the playing  field among the wti U.S. carriers  to China is
importartt.  Northwest’s a&cation, if approved, wouId  crate hir compchion  betwan
tb U.S. carriers in the important C%incw  mar& Stcand, the mates ptapwed by
Notiwkt offir Important curd  mnve&nt ww seaice to China fh business cutomen  in
the eastem  part of the coutfy. For TuurttCBe; theDem&  to Chin& mutes o&
dgniflcantly fbter service to the important  hancial  and business  cent- ia China

With the increasing  importmce  of China in the world marketphce,  it is import~t to
consida the benefits assodnted  with an approval of tlorthwest’s  application. I appreciate
your cortsidagtion of my view on this important matte.



May S, 1999

Rodney Slater, Secretary
U.S.- .Department of Transportation
400 7th Street S.W.
Washington, P.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Slat=:

Thin is to urge your: consideration and support eo; i.reaSed
flights from Detroit to China by NorthweSt Airlines.
certain others have addressed the overall argument for this
proposal so 1' illtend to address a more local aspect of support.

Re: Northwest Airlines
Detroit: - China Route

South Charleston is a heavy manufacturing center Fdj?cent to
Nest Virginia's state capital city with a heavy emphasis In
international Wade. The Detroit-China routing would afford
businesses in our community with a ready connection to this
burgeoning market. Such a connection would render much
assistance to these manufacturing firms facing increasing foreign
competitioll.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely your3,

T &yigb--
Richard A, Robb
Mayor

m:ams

-



May 5,1999

Dsu s6cretary  Si&r:

Robat s. Kian, 0perher
west MrgXa House d ~~el~tar



TbE FLORIDA SENATE
T~~lor,~orkfa~il(Y)

SENATOR KENDRKX  8. MEEK
wm ommct

The Honorable Albert  Gore, Jr.
Vice-Prcaidcmt
United  States of hnerica
Old Excaltlvc  otxice Buildhg, NW.
Wmhington,  D.C. 20503

Rear WCC Pmident  Gate:
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, May 4. 1999 :

Sccretuy
t Departmeat  o f  Tianeportotion G

400 7th Street. ; SU
Washin8tOa, b. 6. 20590

It SC my undristondiag that the recently rmvis*d US-China Air Services
Agreement  doublt@ the ammmt of air service that US carriers may provide
to c & 4 - x jaa onit* ih support of the applicat%on of Horchvest
AirLfaes for ~locotioa of tmveral of the frequencies  that becoma
available in the first two.yearo  of the agreemeat. With these round
trip f lQhX8) Xortbvest: can: inetitutr the first US carrier norrstog
S6WiCe to sbaughai. This vi33 directly benefit the heartland of the
United Statoa a&onOWcally.

Thud you for ybur time and cobsidtrattm of this lame.

--



hflays,  1999 .

DearMr.senetary:  ,



Mqy 5, xggg

The Honorable Rodney 13. Skter
secretary  :
Department of Tm&portation
4* Tth Skeet, SW.

1 &e been inform’ed  that Nortkmest  Airlines has applied for several
of *he new frcquenciea  to China that are available due to the revised
US-China  Air Setices  Agmement.
q$icsrtion

I am writing in support of this

With tie awarciitzg  of these  frequencies, Northwest would begin
n&stop service fhm Detroit to Shanghai and would also offer sane
ai! cargo setice to China. Traveling to China fkorn A&a-s would
be much more economi~l  ad efficient with these new routes  through

- Detroit. Opening these corridors would  help increase trade
opportunities and have a positive impact on the state.

My mea of the s&e is graving by leaps and bounds, with business
opporttitks  abound.  Since Northwest Airlines is in Arkansas and
p-&ides  opportunities for more direct travel for passengers whether
t&y xe going on business or ylcasure,  I would support their
app Iica tion for more frequemies.

I Tlizmk you for pour Lime and consideration of this application.

RL: VU-



DetroitRegionaJChamber
Powring  lh8 rcnnnmy

/of Southeast Michigan

May 3, 1999

Tht Honorable RoQey E. Slam
S=muy of Transpotion
U. S. RCpUVwnt  of Transpomtion
40 7” Street S.W.
Wdingtoq DC 20590

ku Sccrauy  Slmr:

On behafofae  Cbdds baud of dktors  and 12,000 members  I encourage you to rqd *
affhatively  to the  bid by Northwest Airlinu  fbr noastop Md OWSCOP  &CC M ~dt
and Shanghai.

h Debt continues to rebound to the iconomic  viatiry ofits pan, ~otthwest*s  hb option
hfxe is a PM catalyst. Mttro Airpoit-has  become the gateway to the east for over 50% ofthe
population  ofthe u. S. and, importantly,  many business sectors. It is not possible to
overemphasize  this impact on tht auto industry and the economic  growth of the region, the state
and the Midwest.

We recognize that various  sections of the nation have diBixent  economic streqhs The
mmuMu&g  industq, qecially autos, is the strength and femme in the Midwest. Trawl that is
timely and productive to fareiD markets  and plant locations around the world is critical in site
locations for corporate decision makers.

The lead article headline in the March 1999 Site Selection Magazine states “Michigan Nips
California fir 1998 SS (Site Selection) Governor’s Cup as Records Shatter”. In 1998, of the
12,368 new corporate f&&ties and expansions, 8,654, or 70%,  were in states can of the
Mississippi Rivet with Michigan first. For the years 1996-  1998 ofthe 3 1,266 new corporate
facilities and expansions, 22,582, or 72% were east of the ~Mksissippi  with  Michigan first @.

Corporate travel to the far east from  these new facilities clearly is most convenient out of Detroit
Metro  Airport

The following is tirn the same Site Sektion  &gazine  and is evidence of the economic
development taking place  in the states  east of the hksissippi. Of the “top IO” states:

1998 new facikies or expansions. ..7 astern  states Ied by Michigan
1998 new manufktun’ng...7  castem  states, Michigan 2nd
I 996-98 new manufacturing.. .8 evtm stat=, Michigan  2nd

C o n t i n u e d . .

One ‘Woodward  Avenue
Sui:e 7 700
CO. 80x 33840
Detroit.  Mchigan  48232-0840
373264.4000
WW. det/oi~ambef.com



.

Letter to Secretay Rodney E. Slatcr
May 3,1999
Page 2

1996-98  new or cxpancicd global f&&ties...% east&n  stares, Michigan 2nd
1996-98 new jobs...7 eastern  statc~ )

1996-98  immsmmt per 1 millioa  population...9  eastern states, Michigan 3rd
1996-98  llcw and mrpanded  fkcmies per 1,000 square tiIes...arl13 (4 states  tied for 107,

Michigan 2nd

In addition to the dramatic economic growth in the entire east- United States, which we
consider the market  fbr non-stop ixmrnational  flights  hn Metro, the Detroit region \ed in new
and mpmded f8citities  and new xnanuErcturing  plants and had more than twice the number of the
second place region. Grand Rapid4 MuskqonIHolIand  wcTe also in the top tar.

XXI short,  Mr. Scattary,  if the cxit&a you use to select an air line fof intematiorral  routes is bed
on the bax6t to economic growth, the choice for Shanghai is obvious: Northwest Airlines  se&e
from Detroit Mare Airport. :

Finally,  when China becomes a member 6f the World  Trade Organization, as it surely will,  the
auto industry and other Midwest mun&tuing  companies will benefit Born  the world’s lqm
untapped market of 1.2 b&a potential customers. The high paying manu&turing  jobs there and
in the U. S All help create wealth  woddwide.  Direct access to Shanghai and other major
manufictkng ccnter~  of commerce in China will become even  more important.

For the above reasons I hope your decision regarding the non-stop and one stop flights  to
Shanghai will be in favor of Detroit and Ntihwest  Airlines.

Sincerely, _

Richard E. Blouse, Jr. CCE w
President & CEO

cc: Edward H. McNamara,  Wayne County Executive

--- -



May 3.1999

The H~norablt  Rodney  E Slater
Qccretary  of Twporretion
U.S. DcpwtnlCnt  of Ttansportation
400 7th smet, s, w.
Wasllill~ton,  DC 2 0 5 9 0
FAX: 202.366-7202

Dear Sccrctvy  Stater. . ’I

I am writing to cxpresa  my suppon  for the proposed iuternationsl  acmicc  by Northwest  Aitlincs
bctwccn  Dcuoit and Shanghai, Chias It is my undcrsti~  that this proposal may goon be u&t
consideration  by the Ikpartmcnt  of Transportationl

My faculty ~41~~~s  ti the University  of MichipDePrbom a~? involved  in restarch that takes
thn all over the world.  i&ding Chin& This proposed Detroit-Shan&d  route would cnmplemm
thr! existing  Detroit-Beijing  flights,  allowing  my cdagues to rcacb Shttn@ai  easily  ad dincdy.

Tlu hprovcd scwice rwulting  km Northwest’s Daroit-Shac@d  semkc  could not only SBVC  time
tir our unployw (resulting  in incr~~ed  gmductivity),  it could potentially SQVC  money  for t&c
University. F&r exmple,  rnorc  &cct and conve&nt flight times would cut down on the nuxi  for
unwuted ovemif$t stays and related chaqcs  (me&, mtal cars, etc.). The aftaMive of flying to
the west coast, only to have to fly back east to reach China, would make little 3ense.

f ~troq& support the psoposccf  imcrwional se&cc by Northwest Airlines, and I thank you for your
c-onsidcntion  of this important hue,

w.c C. Renick







-
-



April 29.1999

The Honorable Rodney E Slam
Seczetaxy  of TmspoxMon
us Dcpzmlent  of TfansporWioa
400 7” Street - SW
Washington, DC 20590 .

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As a C0mmisskmer OII the Wayne County  Airport Commission, I strongly urge your
fhrabie  consikation of NortbwesVs  bid for nonstop inccmational  service beware
Detroit and Shanghai, China

DewA has evolved  into a major erq& of economic grow& in the Chinese market.  This
IleW agreelYNX provides  the United States with a once in a Iifetimc oppontlnity  to tap
into the advantages that Detroit has for China service by dkting rhat Northwest’s
applicdm  for allocation of I I of the 17 frcqueacies  that become available in the first
two years expeditiously be granted.

Northwed~  application proposes to add a critical, complementary service to its akady
hugely succcssfLI  Detroit-Beijing nonstop flight.  It proposes to open first nonssop  US
catriet service to Shanghai,  the automobile  and &amid  center  of China. It cannot be
Ove~~mDhaSized  how imDortaat  &is service till be to tic economic development of
Demit and the entire eastern  region ofthe  COUI~~N.

I think it no coincidence that the only city in the United States that has nonstop service
from a US wrier  is Detroit. Detroit is at the CIQSS~O&  of commerce and geography.
With  its hhstriaf  and high tech base, Detroit generates substantial twei demand for
China. With its location on the “Great Circle” route, Detroit is the idcal  gateway for
scwk to China and ail of Asis as routing via Detroit from virtualIy any city in the
Eastern  pan of the United  States is much faster than routing via the west  coast.

The commiencc bcncfirs  of rouling  via Detroit mesh perfectly with passenger tcavef
pattctns and demand. No matter  how one measures  demand for travel to China  - toul
L&China  passengers; Shanghai-US  passengers;  US popuJation;  or Chinese immigrant
population - Northwest’s Detroit  hub sewes more  of the population base that has



.

Page Two
April 29, 1999

connections to China than San Francisco. the other gateway under consideration for
nonstop sez-kc  to China,

Nomtbp service bemen  Detroit and Shanghai is one of the keys to the continued
revitalization of the economic base of Detroit and all of Southeast AMichigan. The fttuc
of trade and cowaerce  in Asia  surely  lies in China, with its population base of in excess
of 1 billion.

For most oft@ decade, Northwest  has been  playing catch up with United Air Lines,
which for the.entire decade  has held a decisive and advantage in frequency rights  over
bbthst. Initially,  United held a tiering 14 to 4 US-China fiequcncy advantage
Over  NOdwml. That  advantage  has narrowed  to 14 to 9 in recent  years, but that is still  a
55% United adwntaae over Northwest’s govemmcntalIy  akxated position. As you
know SO well, hk SCCrHay, air traveh strongly prefer airlines that provide the most
cowenient  schedule. In an open  market environment, each carrier  would  have an equal
opportunity to provide as much service as it could profitably sustain and the forces  of
competition wwId dcttxmint the owcome.  Market forces are not at. work here, however.
Instead, the govcrnmcnt must administratively  alIocate  these scarce fiequencics,  and for
Northwest to be able  to continue tougher stable air service  between Deboit ;uld China, it
must depend on enli&tcned regulatory policies to insure the existence of a [eve1 pIaying
field.

Placing  Northwest  at competitive parity with United is very impornnt  to Detroit, because
the key to insuring the viability  of thest new services is access to connecting  ty.afEc
behind the hub. Connectins  traffic at of Detroit can move via tither Sodwest’s  hub
or United’s hub and it will naturally route over tic hub th3t has tit most convenient
schedule. Since ti is lik&  that  the D-en: will grdnt  tv United an allocatiorr of at



Page The
April 29.1999

Thank you for your ccmsifion of my views.



I

DETROIT’ RE NA I S S A N C E

we urga your  fiwabfe cxmsidemion  of the eppbaion  of Northwest  Aidines.



Mv 3,1999

The HonoraHe Rodney E. Slater
SemWy, US. Dcpticnt of Tmsporration
400 - 7th street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20590

5-3-99 copy to:
Edward McNarara
Barb Hogan
Marilyn Hunter
Andi Newman - NW
Jean Oberstar - SLItE

Dear Secretary SIater: ‘-. _‘.
I am writing to you to hd my support to Northwest Airlines’ bid for nonstop
intematiohaI  service  between Detroit and Shanghai, China Our company does
extensive business in Asia and having mother key mute to the fastest growing
arca in China would indeed be h benefit, not only to the Midwest, but to h&east
Michigan in padicdar. Obviously, becws Detroit is Nonhwest  Airlines’
hub, it also provides conmient access  to China forpassePgers  throughout

zxnjor

Northwed’s  semice tmitory in the United States.

1 also urge h@rablc  considerhon  of the other pan of Northwest’s application
regarding wt~‘kIy cargo flights. This till provide increased competition to the
only other United States cxniez and benefir businesses across the United Smes,

TM YOU for your consideration.

Sinc~ely,

BCC: Wayne Doxan
David Xatx



S-4-99 -- copy to:

Ed McNamara  (faxed)
Barb Hogan
Marilyn  Hunter
Andi Newman - NW (faxed]
Jean Oberstar - SH&E (faxed

.

April 30, 1999

The Woaorable  Rodney Slater
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Traneportatioa
400 7th Street S-W.
Washington, D.C. tOS90

Dear Mr. Secretary;

Aa a kember of! the Detrdit  Metropolitan Wayne County
Airport Cmmimion I strmgly  aupport  Northwest Airlinea
application for allocation  of t;t of the 17 frepuencfe6  that
become available ia the first two years, for carrrplematary
eentice  to it8 already hugely succeeaful’ Detroit/Bejing non
etop flight, with a non etop Detroit to Shanghai service.

It is teadily apparcat  that Detrdit  hae evolved into a major .
engine of economic growth in the tiinese  market.
rmrfrred U.S./China air acmicee agreement pmvides

Thie newly
the U~fced

States with an Once fn a lifetime  op&rtunity  to tap-into the .
advantages that Detroit haa for China service by granting
Nortrhwcet current application. Non atop eervice between
Detroit ad-shanghai  is one of the key6 to the continued
revitalization of the economic baee of Detroit and Southeaat
Michigan, -

1 aleo urge favorable consideration  of the remaining part of
NorthweSt’  application to provide 4 weekly all cargo
flighta.

Thanking you in advance for your courteoue coneideration, 1
r e m a i n ,

Yours Sincerely,

--



BardenCOM?IIICS,  MC. Aptil30, 1999

The Haaorabte  Roday E. Shter
Scatary  of Tmssporution
Uaited States Departarea  ofTraruponatio~
400 sevaah  street - SW
Washingtan,  DC 2OS90

Dear  Mr. seuetaty: ,

1 am tit@ to e~~~~~geyour  strong support  for Northwest &Grik’ ltceat bid for 11 of
17 new fbqucncics made available by the xww  U.S.-Chins Atigtion Agreancnt.

As YOU know, Northwest IUS propascd that thrzx of those 11 fiequcncia  would be norutop
flights fkom Detroit to Shanghai. The bez&a this s&cc would b&g td Southeastem
Mkhig;rsl ami in fact, the entire country cannot be underscored.

Linking the automotive, industrial,  and fiaarrcia  center of China co t&e aucomotivt  center
of the United  States and qukkest, most convetient service  option for passengers - only
makes sense. On top of that, Northwest Mines isoperating a code share agr~ with
Air Chin& which  allows  passengers to travel beyond Beijing and Shanghai for seamless
service  to otbu Asiatl d&natioos.  Add to that, moCe  than  50 ycars.of expcrieace
Northwest  &a~ had in the A&an market, Md t&e decision is obvious.

Thanfc  you tir your tie and car&l considaation of thigh tiportant  issue.

.

=**
Don ?I. Bardcn
Chairman and CEO

DHWap

-



MUSICCITY
USA

NASHWLLE CHAMBER
.

May a,1999

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
Secre~ryofTtanspOrtat~on
U- S. Department  of Transportation
400 - 7th Street South West
Washlngton, D.C. 20530

Fax: 2021366-7202

Dear Mr. Sister:

I am Witing in support of Northwest Airlines’ recent apptlcation  to
the United States Department of Transpof-QtIon for II new
passenger and cargo flights to China over the next two years. It is
my understanding  that the recent aviation agreement between the
united States and China Increases the weekly fltghts between the *
two countries and that the state o$ Tennessee, as well as the U.S., will
benefit directly if Northwest’s application Is approved by the
department.

1 belleve the Northwest application best serves the Interests of the
people of Tennessee and the United States for Several reasons. First,
the passenger routes for which Northwest applied increase the
number of non-stop flfghts to China by the most direct  route
available (Detroit to China), offering  business CuStOmefs  and tourists
the easiest access to China. Second, Increasing the total number of
all flight types Northwest provides  to China will only serve to
increase the level of competitlon among airtlnes  serving ChJna.

Thank you for taking this matter under consideration.

tinager
TrMe Development

161 rooutih  Awnuc  North
~rJh~Uc. Ttnmscc  372 I9

615459.4755
thX 61%2%3074



PHONE 301-7~8811

CLARK TRUCK PARB, tuc FAX rJcm

P.O. 80X 1089 l RT. 82, HACK  BETSY ROAD l WCA, WV 25159

l Secretary Rodney Slater
USa D+rtmmt  of Transportation
4007a(SbX?t?t#SW
Washington, DC. 20590
Dear Secretary Slater:

I am writing in support Northwest Airlines’ application requesting 11 new
pa~~enger and cargo fights fhn Detroit to shanghai during the f?rst Q+VO  years
of the new U.S.-China avhtion agreement, Having traveled this year k China as
a participant in Senator Jay RockefeUer’s  trade mission, I know first-hand the
$np~~gq of developing stronger business relations with the Chinese.

- 7..  . ; ;.  l .
.

. .

&es&&& flights,  combined wit& Northwest’s existingnonstop  schedule to
chinit from Detroit, will provide those of us on the E!ast Coast with the
convenience of eight weekly nonstop flights-five to Beijing and three to
Shanghai. This expansion of Northwest Airlines’ routes wilI assist West Virginia
companies, like mine, to expand our export opportunities throughout the globe
and especially the Par East.

Northwest Airlines is one of the leading U.S. air carriers to China and the Pacific.
Your support OiE Northwest Airlines ultimately wiJ,l help West Virginia’s
economic development efforts as we continue to build our trade relations with
Japan, Taiwan ind China,

I hope you wilI consider and act favorably on Northwest Airlines’ application.
??eYOu.  .. . . . . . . .

&&.~zh. .

.

I

Resident



May 4,1999

Secretary Rodney E. Slater
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 P street, SW
Washington, DC 20590 ‘s

Dear Secretary Slater:

I respec&Uy request your favorable approval of Northwest Airlines’ application
for 11 new passenger and cargo flights from Detroit to Shanghai as a result of the
new U.S.-China aviation agreement signed on April 6. This important extension
of Northwest’s operations will ultimately help West Virginia businesses as we
continue our economic development outreach to the Par East

These new flQhts,  combined with Northwest’s existing nonstop schedule to
m from DetrMt,  will provide East Coast travelers with the convenience of
eight weekly  nonstop flighbfive  to Beijing and three to Shanghai. This Detroit-
China gateway will benefit more *an 70% of the nation’s population.

Northwest Airlines is one of the leading U.S. air carriers to China and the Pacifk
Northwest has been a leader in trying to expand the U.S.-China aviation
relationship through code share aKances, training Chinese flight crews, and
conducting aviation seminars in China.

Your approval of Northwest’s application would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Robert SampIes
President

one Valley !squarc . Suita  1100 l CharlestoO,  WV 23301  l 304/343-7&U l Fax 3041343-9644
2300 Clamndon Blvd. l Suite 610 l Mington, VA 22201 . 703/3S I-S666 l Fax 703AS  l-5667

E-Mall:  ms@mms~ _-__-_-- -_--
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Commerce

ScU-yRocfneyE.Slatet
US Doma of Tnuuporradas
Room 10200
400 7& street,  SW

’ WUS~DC 20590 . .

As I’m sure you fmow,  the US Deprrbrreat of Tnnaportatioa has initked  u proceeding 60
allocate 17 n8w weekly flIghta to US air caxiers to lx phased-tr iu 1999-2000.
Nxrh= AGlints ha3 applied  fbr two new IlcNHtop  pas8cnge.r  fug@ &xll Du@oit to
Shanghai in the first year asad a tot& of thm by the sununer  of 2000.

The nwv flights,  eombiied  with  Northwest’s  cxiatCrrg  nonstq  =hc&zIe  to china bcom
Detroit,  will protidqthost  of 119 on’thc  East Coast u&h W converrieecc  of eight weekly
nonstop f@h&-five to Beding  and kc to Shax~ghai.  ‘rhb Detroit-China  gateway will
benefit  IlloF than 70% of the nation’s population.

YOUr wkcd support  of this effort  is greatly appteciatcd.

sixlccrely,

Stephen G. Roberu
Prtsickrlt

The Voice of Business in West Vir&inia
post Ol&e Box 2709, chadam, %V W33WY89 8 304342☺l15  l Fa⌧ 304.342.113C)



Lowi* N. McManus
2106 Kanawha  Blvd. Emt

Charlearton,  W-t Virginia 26311

May 51999

Mr. Rodney SIater
-=-Y
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, SW
Washingto&  DC 20590

Dear Secretary titer: .

The purpose of this letter is to urge you to look with favor on the request
of Northwest Airlines to receive authorization for ad&tionaI  fights to China.

Such action would be beneficial to our state. This is tie especially in the
southern portion for the many businesses, colleges and universities and
governmental officials who are now working on expantig our growing
economic activity ti the Far East. The chemical industry is a vital element of our
economy and those corporations are directly involved in seeking business
opportunities in Asia.

As a former Speaker of our House of Delegates and as a former president
of the University of Charleston, I am acutely  aware of this growing need for air
service to the Orient.

Currently, Northwest offers two daily fights  from Yeager airport in
Charleston to Detroit. It is my understanding that Northwest’s flights to the Far
East begin their non-stop service  from Detroit. This schedule offers both
convenience and continuity to those users.

Thank you very much for your positive consideration of the Northwest
request as you expand the approved flights to China.

Simerely,

Lewis N. McMams

--



May 3, 1999

The Bonorable Rodney Slater
secretary of the Department of
Transportation

400 - 7th street, SW
WashingtOn, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary :

I am writing to Eequest your support of Northwest Airl~ncs~ ap-
plication for 11 new paroenger and cargo Plight0 from Detroit to
Shanghai during tho ffrat.two years of the new U.S.-China aviation
agreement.

As you know, on A&.1 6 tie United States and China agreed to
liberalize the restrictive c&MS aviation agreement betwsan the
two countries. A6 a r e s u l t , the Degudment: of Tramportation
ha8 initiatad a

E
xoceeding to allocate 17 new w-k&y fXights

to U.S. air karr era to be phased-in Sn 1999-2000.

This expansion of Norkhweakts routes will assist West  Vizgida
businesses a3 we improve our export and business OppOrtUIlities
*roughout the gl.labe, especially the Par Eaet.

Northtiebt has applied fox Cwo new nonatop passenger flfghts
fiord Detroit‘ to Shanghai in the first yaar and a total of three
by the summer of 2006. These new flights con\bined wfth North-
west's existing nonatop service to China from Detraiit will pro-
vide East= Coast passengers with the convenience of eight weekly
non$top flights - five izo Beijing and three to Shanghai-

Northwaet Airlhaes AS one of the leading U.S. air caxriere to
China and the Pacific. They have been at tie farefront of Cry-
ing to expand the U.S.-China aviation mlationahip through code
share alliancea, training Ch,inese flight= crews, and conductFng
aviation beminars in China.

Thank you for your consideration.

kkhard M. A&xns~ '
Chairman of

Y

e Beard
and CEO
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May s, 1999

The Fhmable  R&q E, Slatcz :



The Honorable RoFney E. Slatcr
S e c r e t a r y  .

.

Unit& States Dc!partrncnt  of Transportation
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.;  .

Dear Mr. Secret&:
i

*Rodney, as you know, my f’um does some work with Notthwest Airlines
and they have be/x very good ibout working with our state and local
officials h Arka”fsgs to help. us. secure better travel opportunities which
in turn attract buyiness to at& state. Many of us here have developed a
very good workix@ relationship $vith Northwest Airlines.

Cumitly, N&w&t is seeking the allocation of 11 of the 17 frequencies
that will become javailable  in t$e near future. More opportunities for

. dire& fii&ts fro+ Detroit to Shanghai can only benefit both pleasure
.and business pas$ngcrs from our state. Tn addition Northwest &go
service will provi$le healthy competition for Federal Express by making
available heavy c&go capacity service, a service not provided by FedEx
which concentrate/s on express small

- Northwest has bebn a good business
would like. to. se4 them- have a levei
and Federal Express.

!

package service.

partner to many in Arkansas and we

playing field with United Airlines
. . . .

. .

I would apjkeciaie  you taking a hard look at their applications.

On a personal n&e I am sorry I missed you last time you were home,9
but as you know: my father passed away suddenly. I hope to see you on

the next visit a# as always H I can be of service, let me know. Say hello
to Jerry mid Ca+xine for me. .

Sincerely,

&gL&L j * . . I

S h e i l a  Galbraithi  B r o a f m a n  ’
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~or-~clcurood  Iaterrurthmd  Travel
: 10310 W. M&horn  St. - Suitv 206

little Rock, AR 722054579

Forte (501) 22-747 + Fax (SO\ ) 224-9628



secretary Ft&ey Slaber
TLkpaamt ofTranspoft8tim
400 7th s-t, SW
Wa&ix&0n, D-C. 20590

May 5J999

Traaamissioa Via Facsimile
w l-202-366-7202

Re; 1vorthwcs~ Ablims; Detdt  to Shanghai Route

Dear Secretary Slater,



If Boston  bu&neae trave&m such as myself  had the optia?~ ti tfavel fmx~
Boston throu& Detroit and mr the pole tc~ Shan&&  the cuz’rent  fh to
six hour advantqge which tic wcat coast enjoys cww the etaat coast would
be elidted. Boston woulcj  be as close ae San IWncko to Asian
buaintss opwnitks and would ajoy a kxel playing field ~6th weat
coast companiclr.  More iqxxtantly,  by brirging  the technologies of MIT,
Fh3nm.d and other east CO& ti~ersities in closer prmamity  to the
markta of Asia, America would have znm producAs to cztport  and a
sharper t&oIogical  adgc ix~ gbbal  busirws competition.

Shot&i the fkderal vtzzmxctit award Northwest Airlines  the shanghai
route buainem txwehrs hm the north east wotid be able to reach
Shan&d ia the same mount oftime it would take a businew bavelm
fbm the west coast, By unleaanhinp  Aiil bitmast& Wade wish The WpJc’s
Repubk of china,  the US would, fa the firat W since NCW En&nd
Whaks and Clipper Ships opancd up the China trade of tie nineteenth
centr\v, have mar be& 0ppoItLaniQ  to ~CXWASS exports and raiuce ou
rppidly  gmwin~  bilattral  trade dekdt-

Aa a anall busineamnan  loolckg towtis  the twenty-first  century,  I ICIXW
that I muat coqete  fur global tnaA~Iz+  in order to meet the compctitioll.
A6 a one xnilbn mile flier, 1 how that them is no subetitxte  in busS.ntss,
particuIarly  in Ada, for suaWned fea to fkce dialogue even in this age of
cybcr commmication.

---
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FAX: 202-3667202 '
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May 8, 1999

The Honorable Rodney Slater
secretary
Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washingtan,  DC. 205flO

bear Secretary Slater:

Please  consider  this  a formal enCfOrSef?Ient  for granting  Northwest Airtines
an increased allocation of flights fnxn China to the Detroit gateway airport. We
believe this increased allocation will enhance commerce opportunities in the
eastern United States, end in West Virginia, specifically.

West Virginia--through  the leadership efforts put forth  by U.S. Senator John
0, Rockefeller IV, U.S. Congressman Bob Wise, former Governor Gaston
Caperton, Governor CeW Underwood and offlclals at the West Virginia
Oevelopment and Tourism offices--our  state has focused our economic
development efforts upon intematianal commerce. While these efforts  nave
proved to be extremely successful,  air aervlce  remains 4 criticaJ  issue in courtjng
international interest in West Virginia.

Probably no other component of our eeanomic development efforts is more
affected by air service than tourism. In cooperation with our Development Office,
the Oivision of Tourism is currently seeking Increased opportunities from the
Pacific Rim--Including a long-term ammltment to court  tourists from Japan,
Taiwan and China.

Since West Virginia has no international gateway in Its borders, we are
dependent upon the easy connections from internatiOnal  gateways with direct
flights to our regional airports. with the daily fllghts provided by Northwest into
Charleston, West Virginia, from Detroit, an increased allocation for the Northwest
from China to Detroit would posklvely Impact our opportunities.

For the aforementioned reasons, we respectfully request your kind
consideration of our endorsement and look forward to your decision in this regard.
Thank you for your continued commitment to improving the ttzrnspotiation
infrastructure in this country. I remain

Sincerely yours,

&i#y
Alisa L. Bailey
West Vlrginla  State Tourism Director

AEYda

Equal  Opporruniry Employer


